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UsS.5, BANG (55385)
Care of Fleet Post Office W-nnm
55385/A16 San Francisco, California
Serial 036
From: The Commanding Officer,
To: The Commander in Chief, U, 5. Fleet,
Via: 1) The Cormander Submarine Division FORTY SIX,
2) The Commander Sutemarine Squadron FOUR,
The Commander Submarine Fores, U.S, PACIFIC Fleet,
‘ m cw in Chhf, u.s. PACIFIC mo".
Subject: U.S5.S. BAMG (85385) -~ Report of FOURTH War Fatrol,
Enclosures: A; Subject Report,
B) Track Chart (for CecSubFac only),
> £ Enclosure (A) covering ths FOURTH War Patrol of this vessel

conducted in the area to the Mortheast of Formosa and the Southern part of
the PhrueiSbotodnriucthap-riodzsmtomlww5Doc@orl9%,h

forwarded herewith,
J?Mu
A. H. GALLAHER,




CONFINDENTIAL
Subject: 1.S.5. BANG (S5383) - Report of FOURTH War Patrol.

(A). PROLOGUE

Arrived Midway on 29 September 1944, from THIRD War Patrol.  From
30 September to 24 October, refit, training and loading. Refit by Submarine Base
Midway and Submarine Division 61 Relief Crow was excelient. Ready for sea 25 October,

(B). NARRATIVE
25 October

1530(Y) Departed Midway enroute Saipan in accordance with ComTaskForce 17's
Operation Order No. 353-44, in company with US.S. REDFISH and US.S,
SHAD us coordinated attack group. Commander L.D. McGREGOR, Jr., USN.,
Commuanding Officer of U.S.S. REDFISH, Task Group Commander.
Crossed Intemational Date Line, set calendar nhead one day,

27-31 October
Normal cruising, training dives and drills. All times KING unless other-wise stated.
I November

o8ss  Sighted plane (Plane Contact No.1) with zero angle on the bow.
Submerged when range closed 1o 8 miles.

0910 Surfaced.
1300 Sighted plane (Plane Contact No.2) with zero angle on the bow,
Submerged when range closed 10 8 miles,
Surfaced. Sighted same plane (Plane Contact No.3) a few minutes later
with large angle on the bow, distance 17 miles. Plane did not close,

2 November

Numerous friendly plane contacts during the moming.
1135 Armived Saipan, mmml to US.S. FULTON. Rcoci\cd fuel and effected

minor vovige ml(‘l

|

lad
—_
A

3 November
sl Underway enroute ares in company with U.SS. REDFISH and US.S. SHAD.

4 November
1115 Passed US.S. BESUGO on oppasite course. Exchanged recognition signals and calls.
1820 Passed US.S. COD on opposite course. Exchanged recognition signals and calls.

§ November

1320 Saghied plane (Plane Lontact No.4 ) gistance 1.2 miles. Submerged.
1340 Surfuced.
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Subject: V3.5, BANG (smss‘ - Heport of FOURTH War Patrol,

1530  Sighted submarine with !‘rimdl.v silhouette by high periscope, on opposiie
course, Submarine dove a few minutes later, Changed baso course 50
degrees away.

1620 Submarine surfaced 7000 yards on port beam, Exchanged recognition sisntls
and Olll .iw 'ith u.s.s- smm.

5 November

2100 Enterod ares,
~ November

0520  Sighted plane (Plane Contact No. 5) banking to come in on port quarter,
8J radar contact at 7000 yards at samc time, Submerged; conducting sub-
s merged patrol,
1930 Surfaced,
8-9 November

Patrolling track prescribed @y task group commandor, Submerged during
daylight.
10 November

0732 Submerged,

185§ Surfaced,

1915 Detoctod radar interfercnce en 157 mcs, on APR. This interference swept
asross us several times, then steadied on us for two minutes at strongth
five, Believed this to be aireraft radar, so at

1920 &mm’d.

1945 Surfaced, Same radar interhronee soon ateady an us,

1950  Submerged,

2067 Surfaced, Same radar interfercnce soon steedy on us agein. A check on
the pulsé ratd indicated that this was probably .shorc based radar and not
plane raddr, as at first believed,

11 November

Wind"and sea picking up., Between 0200 and 0350 the barcmeter dropped
from 29.64 to 29.44,

0352 Sutmerged, Effective patrol impossible in state 7-8 seas, and was afraid
of damage due to shipping water aboard, Spent most of the day at 150 feet,
Soveral attompts to come up to periscope depth were unsuccossful,

1840 Surfaced, Sea state 3.

12 November

0737 Submerged,
1835 Surfaced, Sea state 4,
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0810 Submerged,

1530 -Surfaced, lLow visibility and state 4 sea, made periscope patrol
ineffective, X

1621 Sighted plane (Plane Contact No, 6) distance 7 miles, Submerged.

1640 Surfaced,

14 November

o735 Submerged,

1830 &l.l’fl“d.

2200 S radar contact at 26,500 yarda (Ship Contact No, 1), Headed for target
at stardard speed, Only one pip, Scon made out mast lights and then 1w
rod crosses and a lighted green band along ship's entire length, This
was a properly marked hospital ship on steady course 055°T, speed 11 kncts.
Exercised both radar tracking parties for one hour,

15 Kovember
0737  Subtmerged,
1200  Sighted plane (Plane Contact No, 7) distance 8 miles,
1902 Surfaced,
16-17 November
Patrolled submerged during daylight,
18 November
0715 Sutmerged,
1340  Sightod plane (Plane Contaot No, 8) distance 8 miles,
1936 Surfaced,
2005  Sighted HOKA SHO light, bearing 350°T, distance 18 miles,
19 November

0730 Submerged,
1937  Surfaced,

20 November

0728  Submerged,

0950  Sighted plane (Plane Contact No, 9) distance 9 miles,

1530  Sighted plane (Plane Contast No, 10) distarce 8 miles,

1612  Sighted formation of 3 planes (Flanc Contact No, 11) distance 10 miles.
1934  Surfaced,
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CONFIDENTIAL
Subject: LIS.S. BANG (5S385) ~ Report of FOURTH War Patrol.

21 November
0720  Submerged.
1933 Surfaced.

22 November

0729  Submerged
1415 Surfaced

2128 Received contact repart from REDFISH, Set course to intercept at full Speed.
207 Recelved contact report of same convay from SHAD

2225 SJ Radar contuct (Ship Contact No, 2), one pip, range 21,000 yurds, Closing the range
developed 5 pips, and Iater § pips. Adjusted position directly ahead of convoy, and
had m«ﬁ: contact with the REDFISH on the port bow of the convoy and the SHAD on
the starboard bow of the convoy, Received message from task group commander 10
oattack ot discretion. Made several attempts to go in but esch time my maneuvers had
me overtaking and closing the SHAD or REDFISH. Decided to trail abead until they
had attacked, The sky was 75% overcast with a half moon sometimes obscured and
sometimes not. Moon set due st 0045,

2323 Received message from SHAD that dhe was making periscope depth approach

2342  Sighted red rocket from direction of convoy, and immediately afterwards heard
depth charging, Pulled over to starboard bow of convoy and commenced closing
for attack.

23 November

0007  Received message from REDFISH thut she was attacking from port. Pulled out
further to starboard, Convoy made big zig to the right. This zig evidently threw
the REDFISH out of position, because at

0020  Received message that ber attack had been delayed and that she was regaining
rmiliun ahead. T was in Eerfecl position and the moon wits obscured by clouds

{nd eight pips on the PPL and the convoy looked like two columns of three marus
cach, with one escort on starboard bow and one on starboard quarter, Other escorts
:lr::!\' have been looking for SHAD. On next zig left came in astem of bow escort

at

0032  Commenced firing three bow torpedoes st leading ship in starboard column, track
angle 80 degree starboard, torpedo run 2200 yards (Attack No, 1)

0032:50 Commenced firing three bow torpedoes it second ship in starboard column, track
angle 65 degree starboard, torpedo run 1700 yards (Attsck No, 2). Heard 4 hits and
saw hits in two ships while swinging sround for o stern shot. Intended firing stem
tubes at third ship in starboard calumn, but the second ship was by far the largest in
the convoy (she looked twice as big as any of the others), und whereas the first ship
was already going down she seemed to be on an even keel and undamaged, but was
loaded and nuturally low in the water, 5o at

0034:50 Commenced {iring four stem torpedoes at her (Attack No, 3). Tried unsuccessfully
to check fire before the fourth torpedo was fired, because the bow torpedoes had
already done the job. She went down on a near even keel before the stem
torpedoes reached her, and disappeared from visual and radar sight st 2400 yards.
But our Juck was in, as she was in line
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00 ENT,
Sub ject: U,5.8, BAMG (88385) - Report of FOURTH War Patrol,

with the third ship in tht port column and at C038:12 heard and saw one
hit in this medium freighter, range 3100 yards. Opened out to 8000
yards and roloaded while gaining positien for next attack, Now had five
pips on the radar, looked like onc oscort shoad of two marus in solura.
ond escort astern and another well over on the port boam, Intended Ii-irg
three bow torpedoes at each maru, and was keeping a zerc silhouette L= rin
leading cscort during tho approach, Just bofore reaching the firine
position, this escort zigged toward me. I was afraid she would be in .o
close before I could complete firing so shifted setup to har and ass

0147 Cormenced firing threo torpedocs ot leeding uscort, track angle 50° sta~
board, torpodo run 1800 yards (Attack Mo, 4). Shifted setup and at

01LB Commanced’ firing throe bow torpedoes at loading maru, a small or modium
freighter, track angle 60° starboard, torpedo run 2000 yards (Attask
No, 5), GSwung left and st £

0150:40 Commcnced firing four stern torpedods ot sccond maru, a modium freightor,
track angls 80° starboard, torpedo run 2100 yards (Attack Moy 6, L
hits wore seon or hoard from the bow torpedocs. Throe hits were hosrd
from the stern torpedocs, The nisses on the escort werc prebably due o
tho torpedous boing set too decp, I had 6 foot set as I originally
intended to fire =t the froightor, and failed to change tha depth actting
whoen I shifted to the cscort just before firing, The mdsses on the fi-
froightor wore probably duc to unknown control errors, Just beforc fi-Ins
the storn tubos at the sccond freighter sho wes observed to bo smoking «t
several places along her length with a prominent column coming up ncz= hee
stern, which led me to belicve at first that she was 2 tanker, She may
have been & ship that wes damaged in a proviour attack - there were no
flomes, just excessive amoke, and she was making the convoy spoed of
seven knots on an even keel, The three hits fipdshed her off, as she
disappeared in less than a minute,

{ After firing the stern shots, I found mysclf in a tight spot, The load.
ing cseart was heading back toward us and tho storn oscort was coming up
fast, I ran outat flank specd “dth one ¢scort 1700 yards on the starboard
boam and the othor 2000 yards on the port beam, After sbout ten mimitors
one escort revorsed course, affording me nn epportunity to put the other
astern with ¢ clear fiald ahead,

Subsequent to sach attack, and botweon atteeks, there was much depth
charging, gunfire and signalling, but nono of it was dirccted specifically
at us,
Opened out to 8000 yards and relosdod four remaining torpedoss forward
bofore storting in for the next attocks Could now find only threc pips
which lookod like a maru with an escort closo on the port quarter, fnd
another escort well over on tho port beam. Upon elosing for observation
thoy all locked like escorts, The onc thet I thought to be & mary tu-ned
out to be (my bost cstimato; mot certain) an ITSUKUSHIMA class mino: = s
Started approach on her and at

0314  Commenced firing four bow torpedoes, track angle 607 starboard, torpuds
run 2300 yords (Attack No, 7). Heard two hits, and saw large flosh on
target, Sho disappeared from visual and radar aight at 2800 yarda
About, one minute later heard loud sustained explosions, probably nur d pth
charges going off, Near escort ran around frantically, then openud .
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SONFIDENTIAL
Subject: ' U.S5.5. BANG (S5385) - Report of FOURTH War Patrol.

©  with 120% arglo on the bow, Roported to group commander that I could fia!

only two escorts rumaining of convoy, then sot course to the positiz: -
my first attack, intending to dive therv at dawn snd purface lator ia w4
day to search for survivors,

0734 Submerged at position of first attack,

0840  Sighted small sampan,

0918  Surfaced, Thought perheps sampon had picked up some survivors from %ie
proevious nights attack, Sot sampan on fire with 20 mem, and 30 col,
Crew consilted of threc men, two boys ond a woman, A1l but the wornn
Jumped overboard, Picked up two of the men and a boy, All seemad +- be
unirtelligent fishormen so brought them back closo aboard their boyt'=y,
sampan, and let them go back aboard to put the fire out if they ecor
Continusd scarch for convey survivors on the surfacas

1050  Sighted plame (Plane Contact No. 12) distance 10 miles, Submerged
Continmed search submorged for tho rest of the day with mo results. Tn
late aftornoon visibility decreased, and hoard two sots of pingo. a3, bt
ships wore nover in sight,

215 Surfaced and set course for Pearl,

8 2~26 Novembor
Enrocute Pearl,
27 November
1005 Sighted plane (Plane Contast No, 13) distance 15 miles with mero angle
on the bow, Submorged when renge closed to 8 miles,
1023 Surfaced,
2010 Exchenged recognition signals and eall signs with U,.S.S. PARCHE on
parallel coursc, by means of radar interference,
28 November = 3 Deecamber
Enroute PFoarl,
L Decenber
Calsbrated first annivorsary of commissioning of the U,S.S, BANG.
® g 5 Decesber

Moored Pearl Horbor,
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CONFIDENTIAL
Subject: U.8.5, BANG (ssass) = Report of FOURTH War Patrel,

Seasonal weather was emcourtered throughout,

(D) ZIIDAL INFORUATION
In general, currents agreed with those shown on the large scale charts,

(E) MAVIGATIONAL AT0S

Hoka Sho light north.of Formosa was observed at 18 miles with following
characteristics: On 2 seconds, off 15 seconds, period 17 seconds, Samucho
Kaku light on northeastern Formosa was observed at 20 miles with following
charactaristics: On 2 seconds, off 5 seconds, on 2 seconds, ott}Z saconds,
period 21 seconds,

(F) SHIP CONTACTS
mrmr. EST,

e 1AT, COURSE HOW
0. DATE LONG. xpe(s) (X&W) CONT.  REMARKS
1. 2100(K)  25-3h.5N  AH 26,500 055  Radar Properly ligh+i

i 14 Nov, 125-02E 11 LookoutHospital sup.

24 2225(K) 24-16X  #*Convoy 21,000 15 Radar Attacks No. 1,

22 Nove 122-30E 745 2,3,4,5,6, & 7o
#Convoy consisted of one large and five zedium {reighters with three or four
eacorts,
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